CONTENTS

INEFOTUCTION ettt ettt ettt et ettt e et et e st e e eb e e st et e besaeeaee st e st e sesse et et esseeneentenee 7
Chapter1 Allied AIr POWET OVEIVIEW ..ottt ttcreste et eaesaee e se s saeesenene 13
Chapter2 Japanese Air POWET OVEIVIEW ......c.cccoeiririiienienteeneteeneesteieeeeeeesesesesaesseseeessessesessenees 25
Chapter 3 1= 5 January: Walker’s Last MiSSION ......ccucuirieieieieieeeeteteeeseesveeseeeetesveseeseesaeseassesseenes 33
Chapter 4 6 — 7 January: The First Lag CONVOY l.cuiiieiecieeieeeseeieeteeeeeteieteseee e saesaessesseeaessassenes 49
Chapter 5 8 —10 January: The First Lae CONVOY [l ....couiuieieieieriieieeeeeecieieeeee e eseesse e evee s e seeseens 65
Chapter 6 11— 22 January: End of the Buna-Gona Campaign.......ceeccceeeveceenuenentnuesieesseesssesessneenens 81
Chapter 7 23 January — 8 February: The Battle Of WaU ...ttt 29
Chapter 8 9 - 23 February: Reinforcement of Madang, Cape Gloucester and Gasmata ............ 17
Chaptero 24 - 28 February: Assembling the Second Lae Convoy ..........ccccceeverecevcnenrceeneecnnes 133
Chapter 10 1— 2 March: Battle of the BiSmarck S€a l......cceceeeeiiienieieeeceeeeteie st eenes 141
Chapter 11 3 March (morning): Battle of the Bismarck Sea Il........ccoooiiiiiiniinininnceeeceeeeee 149
Chapter12 3 March (afternoon): Battle of the Bismarck Sea lll......cooooueveouieeeeeieeieeeeceeeeeeene 163
Chapter13 4 — 8 March: Battle of the Bismarck Sea IV & Aftermath........ccccevevencnccncccnncnencn. 169
Chapter14 9 — 20 March: Wau and Dobodura Raided ..o 181
Chapter 15 21— 31 March: One Last CONVOY ..ottt et e e saesesseseseesennen 193
CONCIUSION ettt b et es s ettt b et et et e e st e ben b e st e b e st e st eee b et esens et enenee 201
Appendix 1 Allied Aircraft Losses & Fataliti€S ....cccceecieieiirieeeeeetesececee et 204
Appendix2  Japanese Aircraft Losses & Fatalities ........coeveieniiiieninniceeeceecce e 209
Appendix3  Cumulative Aircraft Losses & Fatalities ......ccccveeevnrecrcninecnieecseneceeeeceeeseeeseeeenenes 222
Sources & ACKNOWIEAGMENTS......ccuiiiiiiii et 214
Index of Names, Military Units @nd SNiPS .....ccccieirerrieeirieieeeeeeesteeestes e teseestesees e seseste s es e seaes 216

PAGE 3



