believe a quoted first-person account has far more
credibility than an author’s interpretation. All times
quoted are local time. Locations and countries are
referred to by their names at the time of the events
described and similarly, weights and measures are
given in pre-decimal figures.

This narrative has grown considerably
thanks to input along the way from many of my
aviation history colleagues. Thank you all. My
special gratitude goes to three friends who made
exceptional efforts to assist me with this book: Phil
Vabre, Bob Livingstone and Paul Sheehan. Thank
you for your willing help and expertise.

I hope this account brings attention to the
magnificent efforts of all those engaged on the
Qantas Indian Ocean services from 1943 to 1946.

Geoff Goodall
Melbourne

December 2021
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